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the town, and was «ue of the 
main sources of revenue. In 
1880, an ice company 
to put up ice in the winter for 
summer use, and they tried 
to introduce ice in the West 
Indies. In 1802, the old 
colonial church was torn 
down, and a rough frame 
building, neither plastered 
nor ceiled, was erected on 
Cedar Hill. This was known 
as the Union Church and was 
used by all demoninations in 
the town for services. 

In 1808, the town was more 
formerly incorporated, and a 
new board of trustees was 
appointed. In the War of 1812, 
the town was not visited by 
the British but received one 
scare when a large fleet of 
oyster boats was coming up 
the river as it was thought to 
bea British fleet. The militia 
was around Craney Island. In 
1815, a new clerk’s office was 
built. The population of the 
town in 1820 was about 1,000 
and all the business was done 
around what is now the wharf 
section. The trade was 
mostly in barter for tar, 
staves, shingles, pork, beef, 
black-eye peas, with some 
flour and tobacco, and the 
people bought sugar, coffee, 
molasses, gunpowder, flints, 
hoes and axes, jugs, iron pots 
and a grindstones and 


 Feubaaiy 26th, 1825, 
General Lafayette visited the 
town, and was officially 
received with much 
ceremony and spent the 
night, while in the 
Southampton insurrection of 
1831, the town was greatly 
disturbed. In 1833 Suffolk had 
300 house, 20 general stores, 
4 churches, 5 grammar 
schools, 2 lawyers and 2 
doctors. 

In 1837, the town was 
visited by a destructive fire, 
practically destroying the 
entire town, after which the 
town mioved nearer to the 
present center, and the old 
part became a residential 
section. In 1845 it had about 
1,200 inhabitants. In 1849, the 
first newspaper was started, 
The Suffolk Intelligencer, by 
John R. Kilby, the first 
telegram passed through 
Suffolk. The Southern, a 
newspaper, by D.J. Goodwin 
began in 1850, and in 1852,The 
Nansemond Inquirer and The 
District Republican began, 
and in 1855; The Christian Sun 
was bought and moved to 
Suffolk by the Rev. W.B. 
Wellons. 

In 1858, there was a slave 
market where R.W. Baker 
and Company’s store now 
stands, and that year a 
mayor and council were 
elected, the vote in which is 
extant. The Suffolk Savings 
Bank was established. 

In 1859, the first bank 
building in the town was 
erected on Main Street at the 
head of Bank Street, and the 
Norfolk and Petersburg 
Railroad was completed. In 
1861, town bonds were first 
mentioned. The war came on 
and Suffolk became a 
training camp for troops 
from Georgia and South 
Carolina. It was evacuated 
by the Confederates in 1862, 
and the next day Colonel 
Dodge’s New York cavalry 
rode into the town, and it was 
surrendered by the mayor, 
Benjamin Riddick. General 
Peck was soon in command 
of the town and in 1863 while 
General Longstreet’s seige of 
Suffolk was going on, there 
were around 60,000 Federal 
troops in the place. The war 
map of Suffolk at that time is 
extant. In July, 1863, it was 
evacuated by the Federals, 
and only about 300 people 


began - 


were left in the town. From 
that time on, there were 
several small encounters in 
and around the town, the one 
with General Ransom’s 
command being the most 
important. In 1865, a 
provisional government was 
set up for the state and courts 
began to be held. 

In 1866, the Clerk’s Office 
with all of the records of the 
county was burned. 

In 1869, the Farmer’s Bank 
of Nansemond was 
organized, largely through 
the work and influence of Dr. 
William B. Wellons and his 
friends. This grew rapidly 
under Col. John R. Copeland 
and William H. Jones, Jr. 

In 1871, the public school 
system began, and Suffolk’s 
school board was composed 
of John R. Kilby, E.B. Britt 
and William C. McClenny, 
and R.L. Brewer, Sr., was 
superintendent of the county 
and town. Schools were run 
three months, there being 186 
white and 141 colored 
children of school age in the 
town. 

In 1872, a new charter was 
granted providing for town 
officers, sergeant, clerk, 
assessor, treasurer, Over- 
seer of the poor and street 
commissioner. 

In 1873, The Suffolk Herald 


began, the Commercial Bank . 


opened and a tannery was 
built on Spring Street. The 
next year, public schools ran 
four months. 

In 1878 the Suffolk Grays 
(military company) was 
organized. This company 
continued and entered the 
Spanish War in 1898, May 
14th, and the World War in 
April, 1917. In 1879 the limits 
of the town were enlarged. 
The first town hall and 
market house was built on the 
corner of Main and Market 
streets. In 1881, the Suffolk 


Cotton Mills was built and the 


S.A.L. Depot was erected. 
About 1885, Lake Kilby was 
purchased as a water supply 
for Portsmouth, Berkley and 
Suffolk. In June, Suffolk was 
visited by a most destructive 


18: street car tracks began 
to be iaid in the town. About 
this time, the present market 
and town hall was erected. 
The county clerk’s office was 
built in 1894, and the next 
year the first telephone ex- 
change was opened, and The 
Weekly Observer began 
about that time. In 1898, the 
Suffolk Grays and the Suffolk 
Light Infantry companies left 
Suffolk for Camp Lee, Rich- 
mond, on May, 14th and 
15th. The Bank of Suffolk was 
organized in 1899. 

From the beginning of the 
present century, Suffolk has 
taken on new life and has had 
a wonderful growth. New 
factories have been 
established and the old ones 
have increased their capacity 
until today it is the largest 
peanut market in the world, 
and the products of its fac- 
tories and shops are sent to 
practically all of the world. 
The town became a city on 
October 1, 1910 and since that 
time it has had its own of- 
ficers and courts, and the 
next year the U.S. Post Office 
building was begun. Two 
banks, the American Bank & 
Trust Company and the 
Phoenix Bank of Nansemond, 
a colored institution, have 
been established, the The 
Suffolk News-Herald, a daily 
paper has been established, 
and the school facilities of the 
city have greatly improved 
by the erection of five large 
buildings. The three white 
bank buildings have been 
erected in the business 
district, and the large plant of 
the Planters Nut & Chocolate 
Company is one of the largest 
industrial plants in the state. 
The fire department has been 
enlarged and improved, and 
now has the most modern 
equipment. The streets have 
been graded and paved, while 
the churches have all re-built 
and modernized. The water 


system has been improved’ 


and light system of the town 
is one of the best in the state, 
while the gas system supplies 
the homes with light and 
heat. Many modern and large 


Official silk flag of the “secret service” showed 
an elite guardsman holding a horse while also 
receiving a banner of responsibility from the 


“Genius of Liberty.” 


Despite their handsome 


uniforms and grave duties, pay was 22¢ per day. 


fire, the entire business 
district being burned. A 
steamboat line to Norfolk 
was established that year, 
and the Baker building was 
erected. By 1886, the lumber 
business had around 
$1,000,000,000 invested in it in 
Suffolk and Suffolk became a 
lumber center. Total town 
bonds out $7,000.00 and the 
town tax rate was 71 cents. 
Another great fire visited 
Suffolk in August, 1888 and 
practically wiped out the 
business section again. 

In 1889, the First National 
Bank of Suffolk was opened, 
and the Law Building was 
erected. In 1890, there were 
697 children of school age in 
the town. The first electric 
light plant was begun. In 
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homes have been erected in 
the same time. The sewer 
system has been enlarged 
until it now covers prac- 
tically the entire city. 

On April 8, 1919 an election 
was held to determine the 
wishes of the people on the 
managerial form of govern- 
ment for the city, and the 
election went for a city 
manager by one majority. 

On July 4th, 1919 there was 
a great gathering of the 
people of the county and city 
to welcome home the white 
men who had returned from 
the World War. It was 
estimated the largest crowd 
ever assembled in the place 
was present that’ day. A 
“Victory Arch’’ was erected 
at the corner of Main and 


easier now, but 
it’s still a 
chore to do. Let 
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Washington street, and at 
night a street dance was 
given. Later the same was 
given for the colored troops 
who had returned. 

All of the railroads of the 
county, six in number, pass 
through the city, and it is on 
the highway from Norfolk to 
Richmond, one branch going 
over the ‘‘Old Stage Route’ 
and the other over the “Ridge 
Route” via Franklin and 
Courtland, while the highway 
from North Carolina passes 
through the city. A new high- 
way is now under con- 
struction from Suffolk to 
Petersburg and when 
completed will be the shor- 
test route from Norfolk to 
Richmond. 

It also has navigable water 
to the sea. It has unlimited 
communication with the 
outside world, and there are 
no toll roads in the county. 

Chapter VI. 
CHUCKATUCK 


This ancient village, whose 
name is of Indian origin is 
situated on the highway 
between Suffolk and Smith- 
field, state route No. 10, is at 
the head of navigation on 
Chuckatuck Creek and not far 
from the Nansemond river. It 
is in a fine section of farming 
country, and in the spring of 
the year it is one of the beauty 
spots of the county. It is near 
where the first settlements of 
the county were located. It 
was a country village in 1672 
and was visited by the Rev. 
George Fox, the founder of 
the Friend Society and a 
congregation of Friends was 
gathered there soon after his 
visit. They kept a record of 
their meetings and much 
other historical data, which 
has been preserved, and is 
today the oldest record that 
we have of the early days of 
the county. The original of 
this record is in the Friend's 
Book Room in Baltimore and 
a copy is deposited in the 
county clerk's office in 
Suffolk. Tradition says that 
the county clerk's office was 
once located in the vicinity of 
the village. 

It was visited by the British 
under Arnold on his trip to 
Portsmouth and by the 
American troops who 
followed him on that march. 
At one time an American 
camp was located there. Lord 
Cornwallis with his army also 
passed through the village in 
1781. 

The inhabitants of the 
section paid more attention to 
education than did those of 
many other sections, and 
some of their Episcopal 
records were found to be the 
most complete of any other in 
Virginia and were used by 
Bishop Meade in his Old 
Churches and families of 
Virginia as models in his 
work. Near the village stands 
old St. John’s P.E. Church, 
the present house having 
been erected in 1753, this 
taking the place of one that 
had stood for generations on 
the same lot. 

In the early part of the 19th 
century Chuckatuck 
developed into a place of 
considerable trade and had 
become an_ educational 
center before 1860. It fur- 
nished a company of men for 
the Confederate army and 
two of her citizens were on 
the Merrimac in her battle 
with the Monitor in 1862. A 
battle was fought in the 
village on April 23, 1863. In 
the wars of 1898 and 1917 the 
community sent her quota to 
every call. 

The soil is underlaid with 
heavy deposits of marl, which 
is used in the manufacture of 


cement, and there is a large 
corporation now engaged in 
mining this marl and 
manufacturing cement. One 
of the few colonial houses in 
this section that escaped the 
ravages of time and war, 


Pembroke stands near 
Chuckatuck. 
The village has an _ ice 


plant, a grist and saw mill, an 
electric light plant, and wood 
working and _ blacksmith 
shops. 

The District high school is 
located in the village and is 
well equipped and well at- 
tended. 

There 
Christian, 
Baptist 
vicinity and a 
Lodge. Population 
(Bradstreet). 


are Methodist, 
Episcopal and 
churches in the 
Masonic 
200. 


SOMERTON 


This was a country village 
prior to 1672 when it was 
visited by the Rev. George 
Fox and his traveling com- 
panion, William Edmundson 
on their tour of Virginia and 
North Carolina. It was then 
known as Summertown, and 
the only remaining Friends’ 
Church in the county while 
several miles away is still 
known as Somerton Friends’ 
Meeting House. 

(Foot Note: This village is 
not to be confounded with a 
small village several miles 
southeast of it on the 
Virginia-North Carolina line 
known as, Sumner Town, a 
map of which was extant in 
1863 in possession of the 
Federal troops.) 

About 1691, a chapel of ease 
was built there from a 
bequest given by Capt. Hugh 
Campbell of Nansemond 
river, in order that the people 
of that section might have a 
lay reader to conduct ser- 
vices for the people. A small 
creek on the west side of the 
Nansemond still is known as 
Campbell's Creek. From the 
date the chapel was built it 
continued: in use until the 
time of the Revolutionary 
War. During the time there 
was so much discussion 
regarding the location of the 
North Carolina-Virginia line, 
it was visited often by sur- 
veying parties and 


astronomers to locate the 
exact spot where the line 
should be, and to question the 
remnants of the Indian tribes 
that dwelt in that vicinity as 
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latter colony passed over the 
“Old Somerton Road” to find 
their new homes in North 
Carolina. Trade grew at the 
village and in 1832 it was on 


THE EAGLE, one of the most popular symbols of the 
United States, as it appeared on a tavern sign of the early 


19th century. 
Technology) 


to which was the correct 
names of the different rivers 
flowing into the Chowan. 
When the line was finally run 
in 1728 it was found that it was 
about two miles in Virginia. 

Being one of the main high- 
ways from Virginia and 
North Carolina brought it into 
much prominence in the 
early days of the colonies, 
many of the pioneers of the 


(National Museum of History and 


the stage route from Norfolk 
to Fayetteville, N.C., and 
there was a direct road from 
Somerton to Smithfield, Va. 
It was then, 1833, a post of- 
fice, or post village. 

Some of her citizens were in 
the Continental Army in 1776- 
1781, it was visited in 
February, 1825, by General 
Lafayette on his tour, and it 
was there that he was met by 


a delegation of prominent 
citizens of Murfreesboro, 
N.C., on his tour of that state. 
It continued to prosper until 
the war of 1861-65, and for 
many years after it was a 
place of trade, but with the 
coming of the railroads, first 


the Jackson Brothers 
railroad, and later the 
Norfolk & Carolina, now the 
Atlantic Coast Line, it 


became isolated and the 
trade went to the more 
convenient shipping points, 
Whaleyville and Drum Hill, 
N.C. There is now a plan on 
foot to get a branch of the 
state highway system from 
Suffolk to the North Carolina 
line to pass through the 
village and then to get the 
North Carolina line to pass 
through the village and then 
to get the North Carolina 
system to meet it on the 
Virginia line. When this is 
done it will again come into 
its own. 

The Methodists under 
Bishop Asbury established a 
church in the vicinity as early 
as 1801, at first it was known 
as Haslett’s, and later it took 
the name of Somerton, and 
still later it was moved into 
the village. 


Chapter VII 
South Quay, (Key), The 
Nansemond 
Port of Entry in the Revolu- 
tionary and the War 
of 1812 


No account of Nansemond 
county’s part in the. wars of 
Revolution and 1812 could be 
complete without a sketch of 
the part played by this an- 
cient port in those times. It 
was both a quay and a key, 
hence, it was sometimes 
spelled one way and then the 
other. 

The first time we have 
found this place mentioned is 
in Grant Book, No. 6, pages 
501, where Col. John Blake, 
on February 25th, 1673-4 was 
granted 3,000 acres t land ata 
place called ‘‘Wickham”’ 
hard by South “Key.” This 
shows that the section was 
then being settled. Any ship 
that could enter Ocracoke 
Inlet could come up to South 
Quay. This, then became the 
town at the head of the 
Blackwater River, as Suffolk 
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LILLISTON’S NEW LIGHT HEAVY CHAMP 
The All-Muscle 1580 


In the lean and tough 1580, every pound is 
measured in performance. With a machine 
that’s 1,000 pounds lighter than its nearest 
competitor, you get a payload as big as 
any in its field. 
No wasted weight here. The savings in 
‘fuel costs alone can be tremendous. 
Other features include a unique, 
adjustable separator system, a 
quiet and smooth camless 
pickup, steel channel 
framing for extra strength. 
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